APA (7th Edition) Journal Article Citation Guidelines

Basic APA Journal Article Format
Author(s). (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume number(issue number), page range. https://doi.org/xxxxx

Example (Correct APA)
Li, W., Robson, M., Randolph, C., & Hakkak, R. (2025). The effect of obesity and dietary soy protein with different isoflavone levels on fecal microbial composition in lean and obese Zucker rats over 9- and 18-week periods. Food & Function, 16, 7187–7198. https://doi.org/10.1039/D5FO01629K



Author Rules
· List last name first, followed by initials.
· Use commas between authors.
· Use an ampersand (&) before the final author.
· Do not include credentials or degrees.

Correct example: Smith, J. A., & Lee, R.
Incorrect example: John Smith, Robert Lee, PhD

Article Title Rules
· Use sentence case.
· Capitalize the first word of the title and subtitle.
· Capitalize proper nouns only.
· Do not italicize article titles.

Correct: The effect of clinical training on student outcomes
Incorrect: The Effect Of Clinical Training On Student Outcomes

Journal Title and Volume
· Journal title is in title case and italicized.
· Volume number is italicized.
· Issue number (if provided) is in parentheses and not italicized.

Correct: Journal of Allied Health, 52(3)

Page Numbers
· Use a dash (–) between page numbers.

Correct: 245–259
Incorrect: pages 18-29



DOI Rules
· Always include a DOI if one is available.
· Format the DOI as a full URL.

Correct: https://doi.org/10.xxxx/xxxxx
Incorrect: DOI:10.xxxx/xxxxx
                      Retrieved from https://doi.org/…

APA Does Not Include
· Database names
· Internal or publisher article numbers
· “Retrieved from” statements (unless content is designed to change)
· Author contribution symbols or footnotes

Final APA Self-Check
Before submitting or listing on a CV or accreditation document, confirm:
· Authors are formatted with last name and initials
· Year appears in parentheses after authors
· Article title uses sentence case
· Journal title and volume are italicized
· DOI is included and formatted as a URL

