
First Thursday 

This Month 

March 2 - Deadline to 
drop with a “W” 

March 2—Spring Fling 
Lunch for faculty & staff 
in Admin West Lobby. 
11:30-1:00pm 

March 6 - Student Re-
search Day 

March 9 - Deadline to 
submit Staff Excellence 
Award Nominations 

March 14 – Educational 
Development Series.    
Student Success Center: 
Providing Academic Sup-

port for UAMS Students. 4-
5pm, IDW 115 

March 16 - Deadline to 
submit faculty regalia  
orders ($40 late charge 
added after this date) 

March 23 - Deadline to 
submit student regalia 
orders 

March 19-23 - Spring 

Break 

CHP Recipient of Two UAMS Chancellor’s Circle 

Awards 

The College of Health Professions is the recipient of two UAMS 

Chancellor’s Circle Award grants to be presented on March 

7.  A  $10,000 grant will go toward the general scholarship fund 

and will be used as a challenge gift for scholarship giving from CHP 

alumni.  A  second award of $100,000 will be presented to the Oc-

cupational Therapy  program.  

This is the largest Chancellor’s Circle grant awarded to date. Mem-

bers of the Chancellor’s Circle provide roughly $400,000 a year in 

discretionary funds, which are then distributed to various programs 

to provide additional support in UAMS’ key mission areas of health 

care education, medical research and patient care. Since its creation 

in 1984, the Chancellor’s Circle has raised more than $8 million to 

support UAMS’ mission. 

Renovation of Occupational Therapy Space to Begin 

Phase I of the renovation of space to ac-

commodate the Doctor of Occupational 

Therapy (OTD) program at the Northwest 

Campus in Fayetteville is underway. 

Phase I includes asbestos abatement and 

demolition of approximately 11,100 

square feet of space, of which approxi-

mately 7,300 square feet will dedicated to 

the OTD program. The OTD program is a 

joint offering of the College of Education 

and Health Professions of the University 

of Arkansas and the UAMS College of 

Health Professions. The program will uti-

lize facilities on both the UA and the 

UAMS Northwest campuses.  
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Sherry Muir – 

Program Director, 
Occupational 

Therapy 

http://giving.uams.edu/s/1496/16/interior.aspx?sid=1496&gid=1&pgid=997
http://catalog.uark.edu/graduatecatalog/programsofstudy/clinical-occupational-therapy/
http://catalog.uark.edu/graduatecatalog/programsofstudy/clinical-occupational-therapy/


Sonography Student Recipient of Prestigious  Scholarship  

Heather Wallace, a senior DMS student on 
the adult echocardiography track, has been 
selected as one of the recipients of the 2018 
Alan D. Waggoner Sonographer Student 
Scholarship awarded by the American Socie-
ty of Echocardiography. In addition to a 
monetary award, Heather will  attend ASE’s 
29th Annual Scientific Session in Nashville, 
TN, where she will be officially recognized as 
a recipient of the award and a photo of her 
and other ASE award recipients will be fea-
tured in an upcoming issue of the Journal of 

the American Society of Echocardiography.  

 

CHP Represents in the            

Finals of 3MT Competition  

 

3MT – Three Minute Thesis is a competition that “challenges students 
to describe their research within three minutes to a general audience,” 
and “encourages their skill in communicating the importance of re-
search to the broader community.”  The winner and runner up from 
each college will compete in the finals of the 3MT competition on Stu-
dent Research Day (March 6)  from 1:00-2:00pm, immediately follow-
ing the keynote presentation. Congratulations to the CHP winners of 
the 3MT college competition:  

Winner:                 Ada Sochanska (Physician Assistant Studies) 
Runner Up:          Hillary Mayberry (Physician Assistant Studies) 

People’s Choice:  Kinnari Satra (Communication Sciences & Disorders) 

 

Heather Wallace, 
Senior DMS Student 

 

Save these Dates:  

COMMENCEMENT 

May 18 - CHP Graduate 
Brunch.  10:00am,  Admin 
West Lobby 

May 18 - Hooding         
Ceremony for CHP Gradu-
ate Programs. Location—
TBD.  Ceremony starts at 
2:30pm. Students to arrive 
by 1:45pm 

May 19 - UAMS   Com-
mencement. Verizon     
Arena, North Little Rock. 
Ceremony starts at 
3:00pm. Faculty, staff, and 
students to arrive by 
1:30pm 

COMMENCEMENT 

ASSISTANTS 

Announcer:  

Dr. Erna Boone 

Diploma Assistant: 

Ms. Phyllis Fields 

Up Ramp Marshal: 

Dr. Danny Bercher 

Down Ramp Marshal: 

Ms. Barbara Temple 

CHP Phonathon —A Different Approach for 2018 

Due to recent Federal Communications Commission (FCC) rulings on 
phone solicitation, the CHP will not be hosting a Phonathon this year. 
Instead, the College has reached out to past Phonathon donors through 
a letter.   Funds raised through this effort will go to support the General  

Scholarship Fund unless otherwise instructed by the donor. For more information, please contact Christine 
Gronwald, Associate Director of Annual Giving Programs at 686-7203 or at cgronwald@uams.edu.  

If you would like to support our scholarships you can also give online at giving.uams.com/
healthprofessions. Please type “Phonathon 2018” in the comment section. In addition, you can support 
CHP by encouraging friends or family members to give the gift of education. Offering scholarships to our 
students continues to be a top priority at CHP and therefore a multi channel strategy is in place to continue 
to grow these opportunities. We hope you will join us.  

There will be a campus-wide effort to engage and appreciate all donors called the Thankathon on Thursday, 
April 5. This is a special opportunity for students to show appreciation for donors who may have supported 
anything from scholarships to research projects and education tools, etc. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing or would like more details please contact Christine Gronwald at cgronwald@uams.edu.  

mailto:cgronwald@uams.edu
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1496/16/interior.aspx?sid=1496&gid=1&pgid=1079&cid=2420https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1496/16/interior.aspx?sid=1496&gid=1&pgid=1079&cid=2420
https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1496/16/interior.aspx?sid=1496&gid=1&pgid=1079&cid=2420https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1496/16/interior.aspx?sid=1496&gid=1&pgid=1079&cid=2420
mailto:cgronwald@uams.edu


Please send  items for inclusion in next month’s edition of First Thursday to Dr. Susan Long 

PA Class of 2018 Makes Record Donation  to 

the Arkansas Food Bank  

The Physician Assistant Studies Class 2018 donated $9,812 

to the  Arkansas Food Bank Feed, the largest donation of 
any PA class to date . The funds, raised in conjunction with 

the program’s annual Heroes against Hunger 5K during PA 
Week, will provide food for over 49,000 meals for their 

Food For Kids program.    

The Arkansas Foodbank is the foundation in the fight 
against hunger. Their mission is to “find pathways to 

connect people, resources and food to reach those in 
need, providing dignity, hope and a brighter future for 

all Arkansans.”  

During an event promoting oral care for foster children in Texarkana, students provided nursing students 
education on fluoride varnish application. Students also provided fluoride application, screening recording, 
and oral health education at the “Tooth-a-Palooza” event held at the Museum of Discovery. Both events 
were sponsored by Delta Dental of Arkansas Foundation. On the 3rd Wednesday of each month, students 
deliver oral health education and tooth care kit distribution to the homeless population that come to the 
Canvas Community Outreach. Also, every Wednesday afternoon students provide oral health education 
and oral care kit distribution to patients being treated on the 5th floor of Psychiatric Research Institute. 

Special Opportunity to Join the CHP Dean’s Society 

The College of Health Professions Dean’s Society was established to enhance and strengthen programs in 
education, research and service within the college. Since its inception in 2011, the College of Health Profes-
sions Dean’s Society has made discretionary funds available to be used where they are needed most within 
the college. View a list of projects made possible by the College of Health Professions Dean’s Society grants. 
Everyone is invited to become a member.  

There is a special Dean’s Society membership level of $250 or about $21/month for all CHP Faculty and 
Staff. This can be payroll deducted. These funds are critical in propelling our college forward. Please en-
courage those you know who may have interest in supporting this fund to become a member.  Contribu-
tions are tax deductible.  For more information, please contact Christine Gronwald at cgron-
wald@uams.edu.  

Dental Hygiene Students Provide Oral Health Education to 600 

During the month of February, senior students in the 
dental hygiene program provided oral hygiene educa-
tion to approximately 600 adults and children as part 
of service hours in the program’s Community Dentistry 
course. Students participated in a variety of events in-
cluding facilitating school nurses on appropriate fluo-
ride varnish application techniques and oral health and 
nutrition education through Special Smiles events for 
the Special Olympics of Arkansas. Students also provid-
ed oral health education to children attending UAMS 
Head Start locations, St. Theresa’s Catholic School, Jef-
ferson Elementary, and the Arkansas School for the 
Blind.  

http://alumni.uams.edu/s/1496/images/editor_documents/dean_s_society_project_listing_2017_08-10.pdf
mailto:cgronwald@uams.edu
mailto:cgronwald@uams.edu

